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First letter from Bill Fan to Stacy Chung

% Department of Education m
Alternative Learning Section

July 7, 2004

Dear Stacy,

Re: “My First Eco-Tour”

As you know, many representatives from the education sector have been calling for
youngsters to receive more education regarding environmental conservation. To this end,
the Department of Education is in the process of planning various activities and
programmes for primary and secondary school students. Our team’s proposal for a one-
day trip for primary school students to go and see butterilies and Chinese White Dolphins
will require some outside sponsorship. Therefore, I would like for you to write a letter
which we can send to different companies and organisations to solicit their support for this
programme which we are tentatively calling “My First Eco-Tour”,

In the letter, you should carefully explain our proposal as follows:

1. Give some details about each animal (only information which pertains to Hong
Kong).

2. Mention the problems cach animal faces here (make sure this information s up-
to-date).

3. Tell the potential sponsors the best time of year for this trip and give reasons

4. Mention how we will get the groups (about 40 students and five adults for each
day trip) to the places where we will see the animals. (The meeting place will be
our usual one: the Mong Kok KCR station.)

5. Give an overall estimated cost of transport and overall estimated cost of meals for
one group. (Check the price lists I've given you — for the estimate don’t use the
cheapest or the most expensive meals or transport.)

6. Sum up by explaining how this trip will benefit the children and the sponsor.

Once you've finished writing the letter, please retumn all the newspaper cuttings and other

information to me. Remember, the success of “My First Eco-Tour” depends on whether or
not we find enough sponsors, so try 10 be as persuasive as possible.

Bill Fan

Bill Fan

Co Ta The Nevt Pace.
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Dolphins Web site
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The Chinese White Dolphin - Fact Sheet No. 14
THE THREATS

‘The construction of Hong Kong’s new airport at Chek Lap Kok and the
additional Port Development could cause a serious, if not total, decline in the
population a5 a whole. The site formation for the airport project involves

| blasting to a scale that could be fatal to any dolphins in the immediate vicinity
il of the works. Damage to their lungs and subsequent internal bleeding resulting

eSS

I sound:of the blast itself may be enough to deafen a dolphin or interfere with its |
sonar capabilities, both of which would eventually result in death.

Another area of concern is the proposed sewage outfall for the airport

and the new town of Tung Chung, which will also receive sewage from

cll| Discovery Bay and the proposed container terminal port. Initially, sewage
treatment will only be preliminary with grit removal only.

Chinese White Dolphins are facing a loss of habitat. They typically [
feed in shallow coastal areas up to a depth rarely exceeding 10 metres.
Extensive reclamation for the airport platform and the North Lanta

xpressway is physically removing these important areas forcing the dolphins |

R

2404 ¥ MIoB)




[image: image4.jpg]SECONDARY 7 PRACTICAL SKILLS (SECTION E)
DATA FILE

Dolphins Web site (continued)
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to move further away, possibly towards new habitats unable to support them. ||
Crustaceans, for example, are known to form part of the diet of these animals,

150 an increase in sediment will threaten the food chain by lowering the amount

H o food available for the dolphins.

Dredging for the West Kowloon reclamation has resulted in millions

of tonnes of toxic mud needing a disposal site. Once again an important area

| for dolphins has been chosen to dump the waste. Huge pits have been formed
|| and the toxic mud allowed to drop into them. Each remains open and availzble
| to marine animals unil it i full, when it i finally capped. More are scheduled

by dolphins along with the heavy metals and other pollutants accumulating in
their bodies.

|| awareness, increased noise levels may cause confusion and much additional

Over-fishing is a problem that is affecting fish stocks throughout the
world, but in Hong Kong there are no laws to limit the size of catches nor
restrictions on species captured. Fewer fish are being caught for human
consumption which also means fewer are available for the dolphins. Reporls
from fishermen in the area are of dolphins feeding further out into Chinese
waters and rarely visiting their previous grounds. One recently even broke a
fishing net, disregarding its fear of the fishermen, in an attempt to satisfy its
hunger.
ik Wi Fu o Nae o Kog. 1 vy B, Gl Hong K Ausm 150
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wspaper articles

The Chinese White Dolphin,
an_ecological icon of Hong
Kong, will be put under closer
scientific study later this year as
researchers for the first time try
10 swudy skin samples from a
living dolphin.

The project could provide a
wealth of new information on
the rare animal. Most of what is
known about the creamure, also
known as the humpback dolphin,
is derived from autopsies or
observation of the creatures in
the wild

This limited _ information
includes the facts that these
dolphins change from grey to
white as they age, they feed on
fish and shellfish, their life
expectancy is 40 years and 80
per cent of newbom dolphins
die. Researchers want to know
more.

The study, proposed and
funded by the Hong Kong
Dolphin Conservation Society,
has obtained support from the
marine mammal  conservation
committee of the Agriculture,
Fisheries and  Conservation
Department, which monitors the
Chinese White Dolphins

‘Thomas Jefferson, a visiting
professor from the Southwest
Fisheries Science Centre in
Califoria, will ~conduct the
study, along with the dolphin
society’s chairman,  Samuel
Hung Ka-yiu.

The - project intends to
conduct biopsies ondolphins,
extracting the skin sample with a
dartlike tool, a method
commonly used elsewhere but
never before tried in Hong
Kong.

“The [skin sample] study is
definitely a breakthrough,” Said

Janice Lun Chui-yuen, a marine
conservation  officer at the
agriculture department.

Researchers will shootthe
dart-shaped device from a boat
into & swimming dolphin. It will
extract a small amount of skin
tissue, detach and remain
floating, ready for rescarchers to
retrieve and study.

Such biopsies should reveal
levels of contaminants in the
creaue, its sex, feeding habits
and genetie relationship 10 other
dolphins in the region.

Earlier studies were limited
(0 counting the population and
observing individual behaviour.

Assistant conservation officer
with the World Wide Fund For
Nature Hong Kong, Clarus Chu
Ping-shing, said the group would
support the project as long as the
dolphins did not suffer oo much
and the research was conducted
by experienced scientists.

The agriculture  department
puts the number of white
dolphins in the Pearl River
estuary at 1,500 with about 200
of those in Hong Kong waters.
Stranded dolphins are found in
Hong Kong waters each year.
Last year, 14 dolphins, six
young ones among them, were
found dead, double the number
in2002.

Most deaths are  bricfly
attributed to illness, exposure to
pollution or collisions ~ with
boats. Many deaths, however,
g0 unexplained.

“In some cases, we find
obvious wounds caused by a
collision. But in most cases, we
find nothing. As the dead bodies
are decomposing, there is little
we can test from their tissue
samples,” said Ms Lun.

Dolphin research is more than skin deep

Hong  Kong's dolphin
population was thought 1o be
heading for extinction in the
early 1990s. Construction on
the new airport was threatening
one of their key habitats.

In 1996, the dolphin's key
habitat in Hong Kong, in the Sha
Chau and Lung Kwu Tan area,
was designated as a marine park.
The Guangdong authority has
also set up a dolphin reserve in
the eastem part of the Pearl
River estuary.

It bodes well that department
researchers  have  been
exchanging _information  with
mainland officials _about _the
dolphin population since 1997.

They meet at least once a
year fo discuss the topic,
‘according 1o the department’s
senior marine _conservation
officer, Dick Choi Kwong-
chuen,

But the mammals are sill
threatened by pollutants,
infrastructure. works and even
dolphin-watching tours.

Research two years ago by
dolphin expert Lindsay Porter,
from the World Wide Fund For
Nature Hong Kong, found that at
Jeast two dolphins had moved to
the castern coast of Hong Kong
near Sai Kung to escape
pollution or from & scarcity of
food.

“There are various reasons for
a dolphin t0 leave its habitat.
The dolphin could have been
expelled from its group. But we
could not draw any conclusion
that  massive numbers of
dolphins are relocating,” Ms Lun
said.

Dr Jefferson and Dr Hung
will soon apply for a permit for
the study and hope to receive it
by the end of the year.

‘Source: South China Morning Post, § April 2004

---Go To The Next Page--
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Newspaper articles (continued)

Only two butterfly species
are protected in Hong Kong —
the Common Birdwing and the
Golden Birdwing. Yet, of the
205 species recently recorded,
19 are rare and eight are very
rare.

Their rarity makes doing
research on their habits, such
as_tracking their migratory
‘paths, crucial

But unlike birds or turtles,
which  scientists track  with
minature transmiteers, the only
way researchers can_follow
butterflies is to mark their
wings.
| Scientists have proved this
method works with the Danaus
plexippus,  the  common
Monarch butterfly in North
America, which migrates about
3,000km to Mexico for winter.

One of the 19 rare butterfly
species found in Hong Kong
flies from Japan to Taiwan,
crossing 1,700k of ocean.

“We have this species
wintering in Hong Kong.
There is a pretty good chance
that they might come from
Japan as well if they could
reach as far as Taiwan,” said
Yiu Vor, a veteran butterfly
expert with the Hong Kong
Lepidopterists’ Society.

In recent years, tens of
thousands  of  butterflies,
including the Chestnut Tiger,
have been spotted in groups
wintering in woodland sites at
Siu Lang Shui in Tuen Mun
and San Tau Chuen on Lantau

“It is a swnning scene as
they hang still in the trees,
covering the vegetation,” said
Mr Y, who takes
photographs of the wintering
butterflies.

Keeping track of winged wonders

The butterflies stay between
December and February and
then disappear by March.

The difficulty of tracking
butterflies is that hundreds or
perhaps thousands have to be
marked 10 have a reasonable
chance of finding them.

“Some Japanese rescarchers
invited us to join their tracking

studies years ago, but we
declined as we did not have the
manpower  and financial

resources,” said Mr Yiu, who
is also the society’s chairman.

In the Mexico case study, it
took decades to identify the
Monarch's migratory routes.

But the effort was not
unrewarded.

“Authorities in  Mexico
designated the wintering site as
a nawre reserve which is
occasionally open to tourists.
A butterfly carnival is held
each year where  performers
dress as butterflies,” Mr Yiu
said.

In the five years to 2003, 89
buterfly species have been
tecorded in San Tau Chuen and
a staggering 116 in Siu Lang
Shui, including the Chestnut
Tiger and eight other very rare
Tocal species.

But the o sites are not
protected under any zoning
laws or conservation policy. In
particular, San Tau Chuen is
likely to be affected by the
proposed $58 million Hong
Kong-Macau-Zhuhai  super-
bridge project.

The Golden Birdwing is
listed as a protected wild
animal in Hong Kong, but Mr
Yiu said the protected list did
not necessarily reflect the
rarity of the species.

“Some species are protected
because of their beauty, which
fuels massive hunting that in
tum may impact their number.
In some cases, they are
protected because a place has
chosen the species as is
symbol,” Mr Yiu said.

However, the  White
Dragontail, 2  mainland
protected species, which is also
rare in Hong Kong, is not on
the protected list. Apart from
the listing of certain species, |
there are six protected butterfly.
habitats that are directly or
indirectly given protection.

But the butterflies” survival
remains jeopardised by the loss
of habitats and illegal hunting.

Last year, some Japanese
hunters ~ were  discovered
collecting specimens in Fung
Yuen, Tai Po, the only site of
special scientific interest for
butterflies.

“lllegal hunting has never
stopped.  But we found the
Japanese went there ~quite
frequently and disposed of
unwanted butterflies caught,”
Mr Yiu said. The illegal
hunting was then exposed in
the media, which led to the
Government ~ erecting _more
warning signs and stepping up
patrols in that area.

Mr Yiu said the society
would talk to the Government
about upgrading the protection
staws of some butterfly hot
spots, in particular Siu Lang
‘Shui and San Tau Chuen.
stacy,

Ithink we should go to Siu Lang Shui
0 look at the butterfiies. Then it
will be a short trip to the Tuen Mun
Ferry Pier where we can board a
ferry to see the dolphins.

‘Source: South China Morning Post, 12 April 2004

=S .|

Bill
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Price charts
stacy,
We will spend approximately
Coach hire half a day at each location

and we will need a snack too.
Bill

Buses-for-Hire (daily rates)

Within Hong | Within New Betwern Tetween
Kowloon | Konglsiand | Terrtories | Kowloonand | Kowloon and
Hong Kong | New Territories
Liand

Honz Kong.
Taland_

$600 $800
5700 $500 §750 $850 | $1050

$1,200 ‘ $1,500

Ferry hire

S0-Passenger Ferry | 50-Passenger Ferry | 50-Passenger Ferry
(mo-frills service) (with fridge and (with scuba-diving
rowhoat) equipment)

1 hour $700

;g‘::s: $1,000 $1500

8 hours $2.000 $3.000
*Only available in the afternoon

Catering
e # of meal/snack sets
meal/snack 10-50 51-100 over 100 per meal/snack
[~ fishbalis+drink 5240 8470 $420@ =
chips+drink $250 3480 $4.50@
chicken wings-+drink $260 | 5490 $480@

ricehox/moodles $6.00@
| ricebox/noodies +drink $500 | 8970 $8.00@
ricebox/noodles+

$10.00@

| pudding+fruit-drink
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Survey results

Survey of shoppers

How shoppers feel about eco-friendly companies

less likely to buy from
{ them

no effect on shopping
habits

more likely to buy.
| trom them

(Surveyed 175 shoppers in Tsim Sha “Tsui)

Survey of students.

Number of local endangered
species that students can name

What students think about
conservation

100%
0%
0%
0%
20%
0%

percentage of
students

| oem ™ 1% which thi mpo!
S 5% which think it's quite important
% which think it's not important

2l
number of species

How much students think their actions affect the environment

notatall

alitlo b
somevha

atol

% 10% 2% 0% 40% S0%  60% 0%
percentage of sudents.

(Surveyed 641 Primary 4-6 students in Yau Ma Tei)

—~Go To The Next Page-—
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Second letter from Bill Fan to Stacy Chung

P9

a Department of Education ﬂ
Alternative Learning Section

July 12,2004

Dear Stacy,

Re:

Sponsors for “My First Eco-Tour™

Inthe past two days T have received letters from two companies which are interested in
becoming sponsors for “My First Eco-Tour”. They have sent some pertinent information,
but unfortunately, they didn’t have application forms. I'm hoping that you won’t mind
filling out the forms for them. If there’s more information we need, we can just phone
them up later. Last week I talked to Phillip Graham, the development director of Making
Learning Fun Limited, and T took some notes which you can use to help too. You had
better crosscheck my notes with the information sent to us by the company, just in case
T've made a mistake. (I was writing very quickly.) If there’s a discrepancy, you can
assume that my notes are in error. I'm also attaching Mr Graham’s name card and the
Kids’ Klothes Company brochure.

| 1f you have any questions, don’t hesitate to give me a call

Bill Gan

Bill Fan

Bill Fan’s notes from phone call

& Meking Leamning Fum i
& Phillip Grahom, development dir.
S woanth to demate $50,000
& firat time to dpondoramything
& willl condider further spontership after 1 yeer
& Prepeded dething wh antepary
& nequedted mote detaild of towr
& contact P.G. between 2pm nd 10pm

-Go To The Next Page---
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Information from potential sponsors

Letter from Making Learning Fun Limited to Bill Fan

Making Learning Fun Limited
Mark Up Commercial Complex
‘Sha Tin, N.T. HONG KONG
Tel: 5554-4466 Fax:6644-4555
www.educationaltoys.com

8% July, 2004

Bill Fan
Alternative Learning Section
Department of Education
1703 Government Building
Kowloon

Dear Mr Fan,

I recently heard from my wife’s sister, who s a clerk in the Department of Education, that
you are looking for sponsors for a new eco-tour for school children. I am personally
interested in conservation and I think it's a great idea to teach youngsters more about the
natural environment and how to protect jt. If we don't, there won't be much nature left for
us to enjoy in the near future. |
The target market of my company, Making Learning Fun, is five- to ten-year-olds.
Obviously, we want to improve our image among children in this age group and
sponsoring your eco-tour would be an ideal way to do this. As I mentioned in our
telephone conversation, we propose donating HK$15,000-in return for having our name
appear on material used for the eco-tour.

1 hope that we can come to a mutually beneficial arrangement. Please contact me at your
carliest convenience so we can discuss this further.

Yours sincerely, |
Phillsp Graham

Phillip Graham illip Grah.

Development Disector ity

T, )

“toys 10 leam from”

~Go To The Next Page—
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Information from potential sponsors (continued)

E-mail from Kids’ Klothes Company to Bill Fan

From: Natalie Ng <mtalieide@matlafeszn>
Seat: 117104 18753

To: <bilm@edudept govhio

Subjec: Eeo-Tour Sponsorship

‘Adschment: brochure docf23KB]

Dear Bill,

How are you? It's been 100 long since we've had a chat. 1 saw in the news that you are loking for
sponsors for something called “first eco-tour”. T think it would be a great project for my company to
getinvolved in. Do you know that I've left Hong Kong? I've changed jobs too: I've been working
for a children’s clothing company for § months now. Can you imagine that? We had 2 net profit of
four millon yuan this quarter! Needless o say, t's a big change from being a teacher. I've atached
& copy of our company’s brochure for you to look at.

Well, I hink it would be wonderful if we could supply your kids with caps for the tour. OF course,
we would put our company’s naime on them. What do you thirk? I would be a lovely way for us to
increase recogaition of our brand name, and the kids will need caps for the day tip, ion't hey?

T know you: you'll want some cold hard numbers, am I right? Here you are: my company would like
10 donate the caps for six months to start out with. Do you have a rough ida of how many children
will be participating yer? I'm excited about tis. Ill be coming down to Hong Kong next week, so
Iets get together and talk more about this.

See you soon,
Nat

About us

Based in Shenzhen, the Kids' Klothes
Company has customers from Hong
Kong, Malaysio, Singapore  and
Taiwan. We have been making quality
kids’ clothing since 1987.

Atiention Wholesale Buyers

Visit our Web sife (www.kke:sz.cn) to
see samples, make orders or even
send us your own designs. We will be
happy to produce your creations
(minimum order required).

New Offering

Our successful wholesale business has
i f 5 Just expanded!!  We are proud to
%@m announce fne opening of our new
| (eé)% 4321 g outlet shop where refail customers can
‘E-mail: kkc@mailsafe.5z.cn buy children’s clothing at wholesale
prices.

~-Go To The Next Page—
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E-mail from Bill Fan to Stacy Chung

From: Bill Fan <billfan @edudep gov k>
Sent: 2117040935

To: Sty Chung <steychung @edudept gor -
‘Subject: “My Firt Eco-Tou” Safety Guidlines
‘Auachaent; Close Calldoc{39KB] Traveldary.doc[47KB]

Hi Stacy,

Thanks for your help with the tour guide applications yesterday. F'll be back to Hong Kong this
afternoon and do the follow-up on those, 1 do have a new assignment for you that I wan you to
gt working on immediately. We need to make up some safety guidelines to give to the children
on the day of thir tour. ‘The kids need to know how o conduct themselves on the tour and also
how t0 protect themselves and the environment. T would like for you to wite this lis. You need
10 choose advice which i suitable for children and the particular énvironments which we will be
in. 1 think you are familiar with those places by now. You should give 3 general guidelines and
then S guidelines for each place. I've attached a couple of documents (o help you with this.

Bill

Rescue article

Close Call
by Kelvin Wu

On Thursday morming, the 17 of January, 1998, afte just three hours”slecp, John “Chubby” Tang woke up
with an itch to explore. He was I8 years old and lived in the walled village in Kam Tin. Wearing just a tank
top, shorts and sandals and without eating breakfast or telling anyone where he was going, he hopped on the
bus to Tsuen Wan. Halfway up Tai Mo Shan, he got of the bus,li a cigarette and bravely started off down &
narrow, litle-used path, looking for adventure.

Half an hour lter, he was stil having fun but was starting to get hungry and thirsty and tired. He had passed
a stream, but it was the dry season, so the pools of water looked 00 stagnant to be any good for drinking. By
the next stream however, he was dying of thirst. “Maybe if I remove the green fungus from the surface of the
swater, it will be okay,” he thought to himself. The water dida't taste very g0od, but it was wet and that was
all that mattered. But nex, things siaried to really go wrong for John. As he stood up from getting a drink,
his foot slipped on & wet rock and he twisted his ankle. Now he could barely walk and the pain was so great
that he passed out.

He woke up just s the sun was going down. 1t was getting cold and John made two more serious mistakes.
He tried o light a fire and he ate some wild fruit. Within 20 minutes he was cramped up and vomiting and
the fire he had started 1o keep himself warm had tumed into a hill fire. If it hadn't been for a team of it
Nepalese hikers who were training for the Trailwalker race, this story would not have had a good ending.
“They came upon John justin time and carried him out of hara’s way.

“The moral of this story is prety obvious. If you are going to g0 out in the countryside, get a 300d night's rest
the night before, tel someone where you are going, tske @ friend, have a nutritious meal before you leave,
wear suitable clothes, bring a whistle and bring water. John learned a lot from his experience. He says that
he's going (o get some strong ankle boots, he’s not going to light any more fires in the hills (except in
barbecue areas), and he's not going to drink water from a stream or eat wild fruit again, That's all whea he
geis out of hospital and if he gefs up the courage to go hiking again.
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Travel diary

May T 1136pm:

I'm exhausted. This was the third day of my hiking tip in Hong Kong. Today must have been
some kind of holiday here because the country park was suddenly over-crowded with local hikers.
It was a complete change from yesterday when 1 barely saw two other people the whole day. Even
{hough everyone was friendly, a few things I saw did shock me @ litle bit. In the morning, 1 was
hiking along 2 gorgeous rock stream and [ had just passed a small group of hikers when I heard &
Jitle splash in the pond next to the path. Thinking it might be a fish jumping, I wmed azound to
look, but instead, T saw an aluminium soft drink can floating in the middle of the pristine pond. T
don't know why anyone would want (o pollute any of the beautiful bodies of water in Hong Kong.
I'had to bite my tongue.

That incident reminded me of last year when I took my holiday here. One day during that tip, I
visited the Kam Shan Country Park. It was a nice park and just after I had seen some monkeys, T
began walking down a hill. That was when I saw some fourists, ladies from mainland China, [
think, picking ferns which were growing along the side of the path. Apparendy, they were
planning to take them home 1o stir-fy. In any case, I don't think that they had any concept thatits
\wrong to destroy vegetation, wildlife and their living environment.

But back to my day. By lunchtime I had hiked t0  huge reservoir. I found a big rock o sit down
on and cat my ham-and-tomato sandwich. 1 was amazed to look up in a tree and see a cute litdle
Squirrel watching me. My guidebook says that squireels are not common in Hong Kong anymore,
30 1 very slowly and carefully got out my camera to snap a shot. Just as 1 was raising the camera
up. three boys sitting nearby started shouting and play-fighting. This sudden noise scared the
sqirrel and it ran away. It didn’t seem the right place 0 be 0 noisy and I felt that the boys
\eren't respecting me or the other visitors. Not only that, when they finally left, they didn't take
their rubbish with them. It's really unfortunate when people leave liter behind. They don’t think
or they don't care about the effect this has on the environment and the animals.

That afternoon, I met a hiker named Ah Ming who told me an interesting hiking story. He said that
2 couple of years ago, villagers on one of the big islands here got 0 angry at hikers for damaging
their private property that they blocked off a major hiking path which crossed their land. Besides
private property, he told me ot to mess with their crops or livestock ither. Ah Ming was very
friendly and shared some fruit with me that 1 had never seen before. He said it was called SAAN
JOUK, but he didn’t know the English name for it. It was a great treat.

By carly evening Ah Ming and I had parted ways. At approximately 5:30, L had reached a rocky
beach on the coast where 1 learned the serious consequences of hurting or disturbing any marine
wildlife. My map showed the beach to be part of a marine park. It was deserted, except for what
Jooked like a boyfriend and girlfriend, Just as T was ready (o leave the beach, I noticed & man who
looked like 4 park ranger run from the bushes like a commando and accost the couple who had
been digging in the sand. Later, 1 went over to talk to the commando. (Actually I found out that be
was an officer with the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department.) 1 asked bim what
had happened. He explained that he had fined the boy and girl for breaking some of the regulations
of the marine park. Apparently, besides fishing and digeing up sand and rocks, the boy had been
obscrved painting his and his girfriend’s initials with liquid paper on a rock. Bvidently, this is
considered damaging shoreline features on a beach. This contravention, along with the fishing end
digging, had got the two a hefty fine. The officer's job must have been a lonely one because he
was very talkative. He told me that, just the day before, he had been out in his boat patrolling the
marine park bey and fined some men for water skiing, speeding (going over 10 knots) and
collecting marine specimens. He almost talked my leg off, he did! But since it was getting late, he
Kindly gave me a Lift in his boat to a nearby pier; otherwise, instead of being in my hotel room
| writing this entry, T might still be hiking!

--THE END-—
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