Setl

AI;
BEACON COLLEGE

2008 HKCEE English Mock Exam - Paper 3 (Speaking)

Marking Reference(with sample answers)

By Ken Kan

Suggested Sample Dialogues)

A: Well, let’s get started. How can students learn Mandarin effectively? First of all, | believe they
should take some basic courses. They must have basic knowledge to speak it right. However, it

may cost students around three to five hundred dollars. Do you think it is worth Mr. Lee?

ERECE SRR, BRI O IR o S A R
RIS F TR B L SRR EL - WL R S R m &
j H, FIE%J EES fpiel F{Jgﬁr&ﬁ#[ﬁ E’J-H*FLI o

-

B: Absolutely! Of course it is worth! And taking a course is better than buying video games |
believe. And it’s easy to find those courses in many learning centres. Students should go to the

classes at least twice a week and | am sure they will learn it fast. However, does anybody think

that some students will get bored after a while and they quit?
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D: Yes, | totally agree with you. They will get bored and they will quit. And what do you think?
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B: Right! Some students will get bored and therefore, | believe looking for an interesting course is
something very important. And | have another idea. Why don’t we encourage students to
meet some friends who speak Mandarin and they can practice in a funnier way? And it’s not
difficult to find some Mandarin-speaking friends in Hong Kong now after 1997, don’t you think

so Ms. Chan?
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Sure! It’s a great way and it’s totally free! Actually, students had better talk in Mandarin at least
once a week and what’s more important is, they shouldn’t be shy when they have made
mistakes. You know, | always make mistakes when | speak Mandarin but this is how we learn a

language, right?
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D: Yeah! And how about you Ms. Lai? Do you have any idea?
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C: Sorry, | have no idea now. Why don’t you tell us what you think?
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B: Well, | have another idea. Why don’t students watch more TV mandarin news to improve their
listening skills? They are completely free of charge and it’s so convenient for all students to
watch. Students only need to watch it three times a day and | believe they can understand
mandarin easily. What do you think is important Ms. Lai?
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C: Oh! | think the price is the most important. Students don’t want to use too much money and if
it’s free, then everything is ok. Don’t you agree?
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A: Maybe you are right Ms. Lai, but | believe students must try to keep it as a habit. This is important
because students may give up soon if they find the TV program too boring.
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C: That’s an excellent idea! Ok then. Time is running short and I’ll make a conclusion now.

B: Sorry but | still have some points to add her. | agree with Candidate A that they will be bored
with the TV program. Isn’t organizing a study trip in China a good idea to learn? Students can
meet more friends in this way and they will be forced to speak more! Do you agree with this

Candidate D? You seem a bit silent?
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D: | think it’s a good idea. A study trip is a good idea! Well, | think ... it’s good ...

A: Sorry but can | say something here first? You may be right Candidate B but don’t you think
students can’t learn a lot from one trip? And we need to organize too much, so it’s not really
convenient. | prefer taking courses in Hong Kong more indeed. What is your preference
Candidate D?
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D: | think taking courses is better.

B: That’s an excellent idea! Ok then. Time is running short and I’ll make a conclusion now. We’ll
encourage students to take Mandarin courses, meet more Mandarin-speaking friends and
watch more TV programs. And We strongly believe all these suggestions can improve their

Putonghua effectively. Thank you very much.
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Part B (1 minutes per candidate)

How wiill / do you learn Mandarin and why?

Suggested Sample Presentation

Well, | quite prefer taking mandarin courses. But why? There are several reasons. First of all, | can learn some
basic theory and pronunciation from the courses. Only with good foundation can | speak accurate Mandarin.
Then, | will make more Mandarin-speaking friends in Hong Kong. Indeed, some friends speak fluently as they
always hang out with their Taiwanese friends. Communicating with them will surely help my Mandarin. Last, | will
watch more Taiwanese programmes and listen to Mandarin songs. | can certainly improve my listening skills as

well as my pronunciation by doing all these.. See? | am sure | can speak perfect Mandarin soon. Thank you!
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